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Former Jet Chris Johnson wounded in drive-by shooting that left man dead
By Steven Lemongello |
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Schilling episode
shows how we can
throw trolls a curve

Staff Writer

Former Olympia High School player and New York Jets
running back Chris Johnson was shot in the shoulder in a
drive-by shooting Sunday morning that left another man
dead and another injured, according to reports.
The shooting took place at about 4:09 a.m. at the intersection of Southland Boulevard and Orange Blossom Trail,
several blocks north of the Florida Mall, the Orange County
Sheriff’s Office said in a statement.
Deputies responded to a shooting call and arrived to find
a Jeep with the driver dead inside and two other men with
gunshot wounds on the sidewalk.

The victims, Reggie Johnson and Chris
Johnson, both 29, said that an unknown
vehicle pulled up beside them at the red light
and opened fire into the Jeep, deputies said.
The deceased driver was identified as
Dreekius Oricko Johnson, 28.
The two living victims were taken to a
hospital in stable condition. Reggie Johnson Johnson
was shot in the shoulder, hand and leg, while
Chris Johnson was shot in the shoulder.
The relationship of the victims was not listed.
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En garde! UCF sword club
fights in heart of campus

I dislike the Boston Red Sox.
Unless they’re beating the pine tar out of the
despised New York Yankees.
As happened a decade ago during the American
League Championship Series. In the thick of a historic comeback from a 0-3 hole, Red Sox pitcher
Curt Schilling battled the Bronx Bombers and a torn
ankle tendon — that bled through his sock — to
snatch an epic Game 6 on the way to claiming the
series.
Schilling’s grit earned my respect. But his iconic
performance pales in comparison to the retired
hurler’s follow-through last week.
Proud that his 17-year-old daughter accepted a
softball scholarship at Salve Regina University in
Rhode Island, he took to Twitter:
Congrats to Gabby Schilling who will pitch for the
Salve Regina Seahawks next year!!
With that, sanity went AWOL. That innocent
tweet somehow served up red meat to Internet trolls
— the digital dolts who crawl out from their dark
spaces to engage and enrage with crudity. In this
case, filth so filthy Christian Grey would turn 50
shades of red.
I won’t pollute this space repeating it. For context,
Schilling noted on his “38 Pitches” blog that sexually
violent tweets soon materialized “with the word[s]
rape, bloody underwear and pretty much every
other vulgar and defiling word you could likely
fathom. …”
SMH.
Rather than throw in the towel, Schilling threw
the trolls a curve. He tracked them down, virtually.
Exposed some of their identities on his blog. Took
’em to the proverbial woodshed. Major props.
Sherlock Schilling’s sleuthing led to the suspension of one college student and the firing of a parttime Yankees ticket-seller. Yer outta here!
Am I dancing the kazatsky that these goobers
were spanked? Yes, to the extent that heinous actions have consequences. Because unlike those who
rained down Twitter thunderbolts from Olympus on
Schilling — slamming him with free-speech objections — I’m glad that his actions exposed an
underexposed truth: Free speech isn’t free.
The fuss over the triple-X tweeters shows too
many people don’t truly understand the rights
they’re quick to claim.
What the First Amendment guarantees is “the
people’s right to speak their minds without fear of
reprisal from the government,” says Adam Rouse, a
Legal Fellow with the Chicago-Kent College of Law
in Illinois. “There is nothing in the First Amendment preventing the private consequences of
speech.”
Freedom of speech — not freedom from consequences of running one’s yap.
Indeed, the “words spoken,” Rouse says, “very
often come with a price.”
In other words, you’re free to tell Mike Tyson
how ludicrous his facial tattoo looks. Still, free
speech doesn’t guarantee you’ll walk away free of
the need for some bridgework.
Perhaps I’m particularly in step with Schilling on
this because I empathize. As a columnist, being
called an idiot, a moron or the n-word comes with
the territory. However, there have been sickening
times I’ve written columns about my daughter’s
exploits that have elicited similar vulgarities. And
that’s out of bounds. Sadly, unlike Schilling, I only
asked our in-house techies to remove the comments.
“ ‘If you can’t see me, I can get away with it’ seems
to be the first rule of the Internet,” says Lydia Ramsey, a business-etiquette expert and co-founder of
VirtualRespect.com. “Stamping out rudeness in a
virtual world is an uphill battle.”
Perhaps, but as Schilling’s heroics show, not necessarily fruitless. Especially with reinforcements.
“People who feel they have been wronged
through social media can take strategic action to
confront those who make incendiary comments,”
says Jeff McCall, a professor of media studies at
DePauw University in Indiana.
I didn’t go that route when my daughter was
verbally assaulted. So Schilling’s on to something.
It’s time for some troll-shaming. Rather than suffering fools, we too can show the trolls we’re not
going to take incivility anymore.
Imagine how we could cull the herd if we no
longer allow trolls to use free speech like a human
shield protecting them from being shot down as the
creeps they are.
I’m still no Boston Red Sox convert. But today, to
paraphrase another Red Sox fan: Ich bin ein Schilling.

A newborn baby is a beautiful thing.
A baby being born is not. It’s pain and
blood and afterbirth.
Karter Brown came into the world at
1:14 p.m. Sunday weighing 8 pounds, 3
ounces and
stretching
Video
22 inches
long. BenLike so many others
nett Billups
every Sunday, 2 babies
arrived at
say hello to the world.
OrlandoSentinel.com 3:01 p.m.,
weighing 9
pounds, 3
ounces and 21inches long.
Both were born at Winnie Palmer
Hospital for Women & Babies, which
averages 38 births a day. Last year, the
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See UCF student William Roesch, above, and others in
Knight’s Blade HEMA sword-fight: OrlandoSentinel.com

Not far from where Bruno
Ramos waits for his girlfriend
to finish her class, there are a
half-dozen sword-wielding
students in the heart of University of Central Florida’s
campus.
Ramos watches the sword
fighters, who thrust their
weapons out in front of them
and stab into the air, on a
grassy field that’s like a miniature Washington Mall if
you pretend the Student
Union is the Lincoln Memorial and the basketball sta-

dium is the Capitol.
“Isn’t that crazy?” says Ramos, 22, who is visiting from
Miami. “It’s an interesting
scene you don’t see every
day.”
The group is known as
Knight’s Blade HEMA,
which stands for Historical
European Martial Arts.
About 20 or so students regularly participate and find
themselves drawn by the
sport, the martial-arts aspect
and the history behind it.
“We’re all brought together by the same thing,”
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Kavana Brown and Thomasena Williams welcome Karter at Winnie Palmer Hospital for Women & Babies on Sunday.

Sunday is birth day — the birth day — for 2
By Jeff Kunerth
Staff Writer

Dana Billups snuggles with Bennett at the same hospital on Sunday, too.
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